As of 2 April 2004

       USAF AVIATION/SPECIAL DUTY AND WARFIGHTER

            PHOTOREFRACTIVE KERATECTOMY (PRK) PROGRAMS

The Malcolm Grow Medical Center Optometry Flight is the entry point for Andrews AFB active duty personnel to enter the USAF Aviation/Special Duty and Warfighter PRK Programs. In order to determine a patient’s eligibility and suitability for PRK, he/she must complete a comprehensive PRK examination by an optometrist. These examinations are scheduled on a special basis determined by current Optometry Flight manning levels and waiting times for routine eye care appointments.

If you have an interest to obtain a comprehensive PRK examination to determine your eligibility for the procedure, please follow these steps:

1. Obtain all information from the appropriate website: Warfighter PRK Program(http://www.whmc.af.mil/refractive/) 
2. or Aviation/Special Duty PRK Program http://www.brooks.af.mil/web/consult_service/opto_sect/prk.htm
3. Carefully read and understand ALL information and responsibilities discussed in the website documents. Failure to follow instructions could delay access to an appointment. IF YOU WEAR CONTACTS LENSES, YOU MUST STOP WEARING THEM 30 DAYS BEFORE YOUR INITIAL OPTOMETRY APPOINTMENT.

4. Discuss your interest to have PRK with your immediate supervisor and squadron commander.

5. Have your squadron commander complete and sign the Commander’s Authorization Form.

6. Return the completed Commander’s Authorization Form and application documents to the Optometry Clinic at the Malcolm Grow Medical Center (Building 1050). Bring your medical records (if available) when returning the completed application forms.  An appointment is not necessary to submit the application forms.    
The Optometry Flight will keep the completed Commander’s Authorization Forms and will file them in order of priority and the date they were received.  The Optometry clinic will contact the patient to schedule a comprehensive PRK examination. The number of comprehensive PRK examinations performed monthly will vary. It may take months before an appointment will come available. Please DO NOT call the Optometry Clinic to find out when you will receive an appointment. The technicians will not be able to predict when your name will come up for an appointment. The completed Commander’s Authorization Forms are good for three months. Due to the wait for appointments, many patients will be required to obtain a new Commander’s Authorization Form before they receive a comprehensive PRK examination appointment. Access to comprehensive PRK examinations appointments will be equal to all active duty members. However, the Programs’ prioritization system allows active duty members with certain AFSCs to have quicker access. Questions and concerns should be addressed to the Optometry Clinic at 240-857-2888 ext 1. 

·                Corneal Refractive Surgery (PRK and LASIK) 10/21
 

We are beginning to offer corneal refractive surgery (PRK and LASIK) to Active Duty USAF members.  The first step for people considering this surgery is to attend an informational briefing.  These briefings will be held in the 89th MDG Conference Center on the following dates/ times:

16 Apr 04, 1130-1300

21 May 04, 1130-1300

i.e. and subsequent third Fridays of the month at 1130 to 1300 until further notice.

Please come 15-20 minutes early.  There will be a sign in sheet (name, phone #, last 4 of SSN) to begin processing those who may wish to proceed with this surgery in the future.  Prospective patients are encouraged to bring a current spectacle (not contact lens) prescription to help us determine if they are candidates for surgery. 

We are offering a 30-40 minute presentation followed by a question/answer session (roughly one hour total) to schedule and prospective candidates for corneal refractive surgery.  The briefing is open to active duty, retirees and dependents of any service.  However, only active duty can have surgery.  These are mandatory briefings for those who choose to have this surgery.  For other attendees this is informational only.  Spouses, friends, etc. are encouraged to attend so those helping our surgical patients have a better understanding of what to expect for their loved ones, friends, etc.

Following the above, patients scheduled for surgery will remain (all others are dismissed) for an informed consent briefing and to complete paperwork required prior to their surgery.

All Active Duty Air Force members considering refractive surgery are strongly encouraged to review Air Force policy on corneal refractive surgery.  

See the following links:

https://wpmc3.wpafb.af.mil/refrac_surg/index.htm  (Please note the first link at this site provides the latest policy letter from the Air Force Surgeon General on the Air Force Warfighter Corneal Refractive Surgery Program).

https://www.afms.mil/aeromed/USAF_PRK.cfm

http://www.nnmc.med.navy.mil/noframes.asp?ccode=BCDFCA
 

August C. Pasquale III, Lt Col, USAF, MC, FS, Chief, Ophthalmology
